
BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2026 - 11

ResolutioninSupportofSustainableTransportationFunding

TOTHEBARRONCOUNTYBOARDOFSUPERVISORS:  

1 WHEREAS, localunitsofgovernmentinWisconsinownandmaintain
2 approximately90% ofthepublicroadmilesinthestate, includingcountyhighways, town
3 roads, andcityandvillagestreets; and
4
5 WHEREAS, Wisconsin’seconomy—rootedinagriculture, manufacturing, and
6 tourism—reliesonasafe, reliable, andwell-maintainedtransportationnetwork; and
7
8 WHEREAS, localgovernmentsgreatlyappreciatetheone-timeinfusionsof
9 GeneralPurposeRevenue, primarilysalesandincometaxes, andotherrevenueprovided

10 inrecentstatebudgets, whichhaveenabledtheinitiationandcontinuationofthesuccessful
11 andpopularLocalRoadsImprovementProgramSupplemental (LRIP-S) andAgricultural
12 RoadsImprovementProgram (ARIP); and
13
14 WHEREAS, despitemodestincreasesfromthestateovertheyears, transportation
15 aidstolocalgovernmentsremaininsufficienttokeeppacewithinflationandrising
16 constructioncosts, leavingmanycommunitiesfundedbelow2000levelsinrealdollars;  
17 and
18
19 WHEREAS, localgovernmentsthroughoutWisconsincontinuetostruggleto
20 performevenroutinemaintenance, pavementpreservation, andsafetyimprovements,  
21 resultingindeterioratingroadsandbridges; and
22
23 WHEREAS, theinauguralinventoryandassessmentofsmallbridgesbetween6
24 to20feetfoundabout10% ofthenearly17,000structurestobeinpoororseverecondition;  
25 and
26
27 WHEREAS, levylimitsandotherfiscalconstraintspreventlocalgovernments
28 fromindependentlyfillingthefundinggapcreatedbyinadequatestatetransportationaids;  
29 and
30
31 WHEREAS, absentsustainablestatefunding, manycommunitieshavebeenforced
32 toaddresstheirshortfallsbysignificantlyincreasingborrowing, deferringessential
33 projects, orimposinglocalvehicleregistration (“wheel”) taxes; and
34
35 WHEREAS, Wisconsinmotoristscurrentlypayamongthelowesttransportation
36 userfeesintheMidwest, whileneighboringstatesanddozensofothersnationwidehave
37 enactedlong-termrevenuemeasurestokeeptheirtransportationsystemscompetitive; and
38
39 WHEREAS, WisconsinisincreasinglyrelyingonGeneralPurposeRevenuesto
40 makeneededinvestments, potentiallypittingtransportationagainstothervitalservices,  
41 suchaseducation; and
42
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43 WHEREAS, continuedlackofgrowing, dedicated, andpredictablerevenueplaces
44 Wisconsinatagrowingeconomicdisadvantagebythreateningtheefficiencyoffreight
45 movement, thesafetyoftravelers, andtheattractivenessofourstatetobusinessesand
46 residents; and
47
48 WHEREAS, bothWisconsin’sagingInterstatehighwaysystem—largely
49 constructedinthe1950sand1960s—andourextensivenetworkofstateandlocalroads
50 requirepredictable, adequate, andsustainablefundingtomeetcurrentandfutureneeds;   
51
52 WHEREAS, thisresolutionwasrecommendedforapprovalbytheExecutive
53 CommitteeonFebruary4, 2026onavoteof 9to0withAnderson, Bartlett, Cook, Kusilek,  
54 Okey, Olson, Rogers, Thompson & Wenzelvotinginfavorandnonevotinginopposition;  
55 and
56
57 WHEREAS, thisresolutionwasrecommendedforapprovalbytheHighway
58 CommitteeonFebruary5, 2026onavoteof5 - 0withEffertz, Jenkins, Mosentine, Olson
59 andThompsonvotinginfavorandnomembersvotinginopposition.    
60
61 NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED thattheBarronCountyBoardof
62 SupervisorsstronglyurgestheGovernorofWisconsinandtheStateLegislaturetoenacta
63 comprehensive, sustainabletransportationfundingsolutionthat:   
64 1. Providesadequateandreliablerevenuegrowthfortheefficientlong-termplanning
65 andexecutionofstateandlocaltransportationprograms;   
66 2. IncludesresponsibleandprudentuseofGeneralPurposeRevenueandbonding;   
67 3. Adjustsanynewandexistingtransportationuserfeesandotherrevenue
68 mechanismstosustainpurchasingpowerinordertomaintainandimprove
69 Wisconsin’stransportationinfrastructure; and
70 4. EnsurestransportationcontinuestodeliverforWisconsinbyadequatelyfunding
71 reconstruction, preservation, andsafetyinvestmentsonthestateandlocalsystems.   
72
73 BEITFURTHERRESOLVED thattheclerkisherebydirectedtotransmita
74 copyofthisresolutiontotheGovernor’soffice, allmembersoftheWisconsinStateSenate
75 andAssemblyrepresentingdistrictswithinBarronCounty, andtheWisconsinCounties
76 Association.  
77
78 BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, thatpublicationofthisresolutionmayoccur
79 throughpostinginaccordancewithSection985.02oftheWisconsinStatutes.     
80
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thOFFEREDTHIS16 dayofFebruary, 2026.     

Numberofreadingsrequired:  One (X)   Two (  )   

Voterequiredforpassage:  Majority ( X )     
2/3EntireBoard (20)  (  )        

LouieOkey, ExecutiveCommitteeChair
Sourceoffunding:  Budgeted ( )  GeneralFund ( )     
Grant (  )  Contingency (  )    
Other ( X )  Details:  N/A _________________________________  

MarvThompson, HighwayCommitteeChair
Fiscalimpact:   

Currentyeartotalamount:  $ 0 ( TheCommitteeChairsignatureverifiestheaction
Futureyearstotalamount:  $ 0 takenbytheCommittee.)   
Effectontaxlevy – currentyear - $ 0
Effectontaxlevy – futureyears - $ 0

BoardAction:  Adopted (X)  Failed (  ) Tabled (  )  
FiscalimpactreviewedbyCountyFinanceDepartment

Motion: (Nelson/Moen) toapprove. Chair
MichelleDrury, FinanceDirector Okeyreviewedtheresolutionrequestfrom

theWisconsinCountiesAssociationand
Approvedastoformby:  notedtheresolutionwillberequestedbyall

72Counties. Discussion. Motion:  
Vaughn/Kohnen) toremoveLines #67, 68JeffreyFrench, Administrator 69andLine #70from #4to #3. Failed

with20Noand6Yes (Cook, Effertz, Krug,  
Mosentine, Kohnen & Vaughn) and3AbsentJohnMuench, CorporationCounsel
B. Anderson, PloetzandThompson). Main

motioncarriedwith23Yes, 3No ( Krug,  
Kohnen & Vaughn) and3Absent (B.  
Anderson, Ploetz & Thompson.)  
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