
BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2025 - 19

ResolutioninSupportforIncreasingBaseFundingforCountyConservation
Staffingto $20.2Million

TOTHEBARRONCOUNTYBOARDOFSUPERVISORS:  

1 WHEREAS, CountySoilandWaterConservationDepartment (SWCD) staffare
2 reliedupontocarryoutarangeofWisconsin’sstateagriculturalandresourcemanagement
3 programsthatreducenon-pointpollution, preservefarmland, protectwaterfrontproperty,  
4 reclaimnon-metallicmines, limitaquaticinvasivespeciescontrol, manageforests, and
5 reducefloods; and
6
7 WHEREAS, SWCDsassistWisconsin’sfarmersinmanyways, including
8 supportingproducer-led watershedgroups, developingnutrientmanagementplans,  
9 engineeringmanurestorageandtransfersystems, andapplyingconservationpracticesthat

10 promotesoilhealthandbuildprofitability; and
11
12 WHEREAS, thesharedconservationworkofSWCDprofessionals and
13 landownershasmajorwaterqualitybenefits, includingpreventingsoilerosion, protecting
14 drinkingwatersupply, increasingrainwaterinfiltrationintogroundwateraquifers, and
15 restoringnativehabitat; and
16
17 WHEREAS, SWCDexpertsaretrusted, technicaladvisorsthatconsultwith
18 landownerstounderstandtheirlandmanagementgoalsandthenproposecustomized
19 solutionsthatincludesprojectplanningandcontracting, engineering, qualitycontrol, and
20 securingofcost-sharefundingtoreduceprojectexpensesto; and

21 WHEREAS, buildingapartnershipbasedontrustandunderstandingwithfarmer
22 andlandownerclientscannothappeninstantly, butrather, requiresasustainedcommitment
23 overtimefromSWCDprofessionals; and

24 WHEREAS, SWCDsleveragecost-sharefundingfromfederalandprivate
25 sources, providinga2:1returnonthestateinvestment, andspurringlocaleconomicgrowth
26 inindustriesincludingagriculture, construction, tourism, forestry, andrecreation; and

27 WHEREAS, theStateofWisconsincodifiesSWCDs’ roleincarryingoutstate
28 conservationstandardsviaWis. StatsChap. 92, definingagoalthattheStatefundstaff
29 positionsineverySWCDat100% ofthefirst, 70% ofthesecond, and50% ofeach
30 additionalstaffposition; and

31 WHEREAS, theStateofWisconsinhasnotensuredbaselinesupportofSWCDs
32 bymeetingthisfundinggoalsinceitsinception, andinthe18-yearperiodfrom2006to
33 2024, basefundingrelativetoSWCDstaffingneedsdecreasedby24%; and

34 WHEREAS, supportingcountySWCDsisawidelysupportedprioritysupported
35 byconservation, environmentalandlocalgovernmentgroupsalike; and

36 WHEREAS, thisresolutionwasapprovedbytheLCC / ExtensionCommitteeon
37 May6, 2025onavoteof6 - 0withCook, Kusilek, Nelson, Gores, LangmanandHuth
38 votinginfavorandnomembersvotingagainst.    
39
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40 WHEREAS, thisresolutionwasapprovedbytheExecutiveCommitteeonMay7,  
41 2025onavoteof9 - 0withBartlett, Cook, Kusilek, Nelson (Alternate), Okey, Olson,  
42 Rogers, ThompsonandWenzelvotinginfavorandnomembersvotingagainst.  Hanson
43 wasabsent.    
44
45 NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, thatBarronCounty, doeshereby
46 urgetheWisconsinStateLegislaturetostrengthentheviabilityoftheState’sCountySoil
47 andWaterConservationStaffingprogrambyincreasingbasefundingfortheprogramby
48 $ 11,035,900onanannualbasistoatotalof $20.2millionannually.   
49
50 BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, thatpublicationofthisresolutionmayoccur
51 throughpostinginaccordancewithSection985.02oftheWisconsinStatutesand thata
52 copyoftheresolutionbesenttoWILand + WaterConservationAssociation, allState
53 Legislators, theGovernor, DATCPSecretary, DNRSecretary, DOASecretary, the
54 WisconsinCountiesAssociation, andtheWisconsinTownsAssociation.   

thOFFEREDTHIS19 dayofMay, 2025.   

Numberofreadingsrequired:  One (X)   Two (  )  
Voterequiredforpassage:  Majority (X)    
2/3EntireBoard (20)  (   )  

Sourceoffunding:  Budgeted (  )  GeneralFund (  )    
Grant (  )  Contingency (  )   RandyCook, LCC/ExtensionCommitteeChairOther ( X )  Details:  N/A

Fiscalimpact:  
Currentyeartotalamount:  $ - 0 -  
Futureyearstotalamount:  $ - 0 -  
Effectontaxlevy – currentyear - $ - 0 -  LouieOkey, ExecutiveCommitteeChairEffectontaxlevy – futureyears - $ - 0 -  

Fiscalimpactreviewedby:    
TheCommitteeChairsignatureverifiesthe

actiontakenbytheCommittee.)   
JodiBusch, FinanceDirector

Approvedastoformby:    BoardAction:  Adopted (X)  Failed (  ) Tabled (  )  

JeffreyFrench, CountyAdministrator

Motion (Cook/Olson) toapprove. Carried
with29Yesand0No.  JohnMuench, CorporationCounsel
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