
BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2025 - 8

ResolutionUrgingGovernorEversandtheWisconsinLegislaturetoSupport
CountyCourts

TOTHEBARRONCOUNTYBOARDOFSUPERVISORS:  
1
2 WHEREAS, in2023, thetotalcosttoWisconsinCountiesforrunningallCircuit
3 Courtswas $237million. Atthesametime, theCourtSupportfundingfromthestateto
4 countieswas $28million, 12percentoftheactualcosttorunthelocalcourts; and
5
6 WHEREAS, theCircuitCourtsystemisintendedtobeastate-countypartnership;  
7 and
8
9 WHEREAS, thestate’sfiscalresponsibilities includeJudges, CourtReporters,  

10 CCAPequipmentandtheCircuitCourtCostAppropriation; and
11
12 WHEREAS, theCountiesarefiscallyresponsibleforthemajorityofother
13 functionsofthecourt, including, butnotlimitedtothefollowing: bailiffsandcourtsecurity
14 officers, courthousebuildingmaintenance, phonesandutilities, ClerkofCourtand
15 RegisterinProbate, staffsalariesandbenefits, jurycosts, psychologicalexams, guardians
16 adlitemandcourt-appointedattorneys, expertwitnesses, interpretersandtranslationfees,  
17 courtcommissioners, lawlibraries, corporationcounsel, courtroomtechnologyandaudio
18 visuals, copyingmachinesandothernon-CCAPofficetechnology, officesupplies,  
19 furniture, recruitmentandtraining, financialcollectionefforts, mailfees, printingcosts,  
20 exhibitandfilestorage, accesstostatedata, insurance, serviceofcourtdocuments, judicial
21 staffattorneys, andequipmentrepair; and

22 WHEREAS, overthelast10years, theincreaseinthecountyportionofcosttorun
23 thecourtsisnearlysixtimeshigherthantheincreaseinCircuitCourtCostAppropriations
24 providedtocoverthesecosts, andcountiesnowpayalmost $150,000,000morethanthe
25 stateinunbalancedCircuitCourtcosts.    

26 WHEREAS, thisresolutionwasapprovedbytheExecutiveCommitteeonMarch
27 7, 2025onavoteof7 - 0withBartlett, Cook, Okey, Rogers, Thompson, WenzelandOlson
28 votinginfavorandnomembersvotingagainst.  HansonandKusilekwereabsent.       
29
30 NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, bytheBarronCountyBoardofSupervisors
31 thatBarronCountyjoinstheWisconsinClerksofCircuitCourtAssociation (WCCCA)  
32 andtheWisconsinCountiesAssociation (WCA) intheireffortstoincreasetheCircuit
33 CourtCostAppropriationby $70millionpayabletoWisconsinCountiesinthe2025/27
34 WisconsinStateBudget.   

35 BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, thatpublicationofthisresolutionmayoccur
36 throughpostinginaccordancewithSection985.02oftheWisconsinStatutesandacopy
37 besenttoGovernorEversandallWisconsinLegislatorsrepresentingBarronCounty.    
38



BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2025 - 8

ResolutionUrgingGovernorEversandtheWisconsinLegislaturetoSupport
CountyCourts

thOFFEREDTHIS17 dayofMarch, 2025.   
Numberofreadingsrequired:  One (X)   Two (  )  

Voterequiredforpassage:  Majority (X)    
2/3EntireBoard (20)  (   )  
Sourceoffunding:  Budgeted (  )  GeneralFund (  )    
Grant (  )  Contingency (  )   LouieOkey, ExecutiveCommitteeChairOther ( X )  Details:  N/A
Fiscalimpact:  TheCommitteeChairsignatureverifiesthe

Currentyeartotalamount:  $ - 0 -  actiontakenbytheCommittee.)   Futureyearstotalamount:  $ - 0 -  
Effectontaxlevy – currentyear - $ - 0 -  
Effectontaxlevy – futureyears - $ - 0 -  

BoardAction:  Adopted (X)  Failed (  ) Tabled (  )  
Fiscalimpactreviewedby:    

JodiBusch, FinanceDirector

Approvedastoformby:    
Motion: (Heller/Langman) toapprove.  
SupervisorKohnenrequestedthetypofrom

JeffreyFrench, CountyAdministrator line24oftheresolutionbechangedfrom “not”  
to “now.” Discussion. Carriedwith28Yesand
1Absent (Schradle).  JohnMuench, CorporationCounsel


