
BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2025 - 4

ResolutionofFormalEndorsementforBrightspeed, DBA, ConnectHoldingIILLC,  
ToAssistinObtainingtheWisconsinPublicServiceCommission’sBroadband

Equity, Access & Development (BEAD) Program

TOTHEBARRONCOUNTYBOARDOFSUPERVISORS:  

1 WHEREAS, itistheBarronCountyBoardofSupervisors’ understandingthat
2 Brightspeed, DBA, ConnectHoldingIILLC, isrequestingtheCounty’ssupportforthe
3 WisconsinPublicServiceCommission’sBroadbandEquity, Access, andDeployment
4 ( BEAD) programforbroadbandinfrastructurefortheunderservedandunserved
5 householdsandbusinesseswithinBarronCounty; and
6
7 WHEREAS, Brightspeed, DBA, ConnectHoldingIILLC, hasrepresentedtothe
8 BarronCountyBoardofSupervisorsthatitproposestosupporttechnologyneedsby
9 expandingbroadbandcapabilitytoreachunservedorunderservedresidentsandbusinesses

10 withinBarronCountywheresuchserviceiscurrentlyunavailableorprohibitively
11 expensive; and
12
13 WHEREAS, KellyShipleyistheGovernmentAffairsandPublicPolicyDirector
14 forBrightspeed, DBA, ConnectHoldingIILLC, andthathehasrepresentedtotheBarron

th15 CountyExecutiveCommitteeonJanuary8, 2025, theintentionsofBrightspeedtoapply
16 foraWisconsinPublicServiceCommission’sBroadbandEquity, Access, andDeployment
17 ( BEAD) programforbroadbandinfrastructurefortheunderservedandunserved
18 householdsandbusinesseswithinBarronCounty; and
19
20 WHEREAS, attachedtothisResolutionisatwelve (12) pagePowerPoint
21 Presentationwhichprovidesadditionaldetailspertainingtothisendorsementrequest, and
22
23 WHEREAS, theBarronCountyBoardofSupervisorshasnotinvestigatedor
24 confirmedtherepresentationsmadebyBrightspeed, DBA, ConnectHoldingIILLC; and
25
26 WHEREAS, itistheBarronCountyBoardofSupervisors’ understanding
27 Brightspeed, DBA, ConnectHoldingIILLC, isseekingaformalendorsementtoassistin
28 theBEADprogramdeemingBrightspeed, DBA, ConnectHoldingIILLC, asacollaborator
29 inbroadbandconstructionandinfrastructure; and
30
31 WHEREAS, itistheBarronCountyBoardofSupervisors’ understandingthePSC
32 BEADgrantrequestsaLetterofEndorsementtosupportBrightspeed, DBA, Connect
33 HoldingIILLC, applicationtoprovidebroadbandinfrastructureaccesstoallremaining
34 BarronCountyareasdeemedunservedandunderservedbyPSC’sBroadbandMap; and



35 WHEREAS, itistheBarronCountyBoardofSupervisors’ understandingfiber
36 broadbandconnectivityandreliabilityiscriticalinfrastructureforthehealth, safety, and
37 qualityoflifeforcommunityresidents, includingaccesstotelemedicine, expansive
38 economicdevelopmentandgrowth, andprovidesdistancelearningeducationopportunities
39 forall; and
40
41 WHEREAS, thisResolutionhasbeensupportedbyBarronCountyEconomic
42 DevelopmentDirectorDaveArmstrong; and

43 WHEREAS, thisresolutionwasapprovedbytheExecutiveCommitteeonJanuary
th44 8, 2025withBartlett, B. Anderson, Cook, Hanson, Kusilek, Wenzel, Okey, Rogersand

45 Thompsonvotinginfavorandnomembersvotingagainst.    
46
47 NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, thattheBarronCountyBoardof
48 Supervisorsdoes, bythepassageofthisResolution, endorseBrightspeed, DBA, Connect
49 HoldingIILLC, asaBEADprogramapplicantandBarronCountybroadbandprovider
50 andsupportstheconstructionofunservedandunderservedcommunitiesinBarronCounty
51 highlightedwithintheWisconsinPublicServiceCommissionBroadbandMapaspartof
52 theBEADprogram, asadministeredbytheWisconsinPublicServiceCommission, to
53 makeBarronCountyfullycoveredwithinbroadbandaccessasstated.  
54
55 BEITFURTHERRESOLVEDthatpublicationofthisresolutionmayoccur
56 throughpostinginaccordancewithSection985.02oftheWisconsinStatutes.     
57

thOFFEREDTHIS13, dayofJanuary2025.    

Numberofreadingsrequired:  One ( X )   Two (  )  
Voterequiredforpassage:  Majority ( X )     
2/3EntireBoard (20)  (   )   
Sourceoffunding:  Budgeted (  )  GeneralFund (  )     
Grant (  )  Contingency (  )         
Other ( X )  Details:  N/A LouieOkey, ExecutiveCommitteeChair

Fiscalimpact: ( TheCommitteeChairsignatureverifiestheaction
Currentyeartotalamount:  $ 0 takenbytheCommittee.)   
Futureyearstotalamount:  $ 0
Effectontaxlevy – currentyear - $ 0 BoardAction:  Adopted (X)  Failed (  ) Tabled (  )  
Effectontaxlevy – futureyears - $ 0

FiscalimpactreviewedbyCountyFinanceDepartment

JodiBusch, FinanceDirector
Approvedastoformby:   

Motion: (Turcott/Wenzel) toapprove.  
Discussion. Carriedwith22Yes, 4Absent

JeffreyFrench, Administrator  ( P. Anderson, Fall, Kusilek & Thompson)  
and3No (Kohnen, Krug & Vaughn).  

JohnMuench, CorporationCounsel
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