
BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2024 -3

ResolutionToRequestHospitalSistersHealthSystem (HSHS) andPreveaHealthto
WorkCollaborativelywithPartnersforContinuationofCareandServices

TOTHEBARRONCOUNTYBOARDOFSUPERVISORS:  

1 WHEREAS, HospitalSistersHealthSystem (HSHS) andPreveaHealthhavebeen
2 integraltothelocalhealthsysteminprovidingqualityhealthcareandservicestothe
3 residentsoftheChippewaValleyandbeyond; and
4
5 WHEREAS, HSHSintheChippewaValleymaintains140hospitalbedswith
6 HSHSandPreveaserving900expectantmothers, 100cancerpatients, and50dialysis
7 patientsannuallyinadditiontoprovidinghealthcareservicesandcareinareassuchas
8 woundcare, psychiatricandAODAtreatment, andhospiceaswellasmanyotherservices;  
9 and

10
11 WHEREAS, PreveaHealthandHSHSaccountforapproximately13% oftheGDP
12 inthelocalcommunity, whileemployingapproximately1,400individualsintheChippewa
13 Valley; and
14
15 WHEREAS, Barron CountyexpressesitsdeepestappreciationtoHSHSand
16 PreveaHealthforthesteadfastcommitmenttolocalhealthcareandyearsofdedicated
17 servicetothecommunity; and
18
19 WHEREAS, theimpendingclosuresofHSHSSacredHeartHospitalinEauClaire,  
20 HSHSSt. Joseph’sHospitalinChippewaFalls, PreveaHealthlocationsintheChippewa
21 Valley, andotherfacilitiesthatarepartoftheHSHSnetwork (i.e. L.E. Phillips-Libertas
22 TreatmentCenter), willhaveprofoundimpactsonpatients, employees, thepublic,  
23 healthcare, andthelocaleconomy; and
24
25 WHEREAS, therearecommunityeffortscurrentlyunderwaytotrytoaddressthe
26 impactsoftheseplannedclosures, howevertimeisoftheessence; and
27
28 WHEREAS, theChippewaValleycommunitywouldgreatlybenefitfromHSHS
29 andPreveaHealthdelayingtheplannedclosuresandworkingcollaborativelywiththe
30 medicalcommunityandotherlocalstakeholderstoensurequalityhealthcareandservices
31 continuetobeavailableintheChippewaValley; and
32
33 WHEREAS, attachedtothisresolutionasfurtherdocumentationandexplanation
34 istheentiretextofasimilarresolutionpassedbyChippewaCountyonFebruary8, 2024;  
35 and
36
37 WHEREAS, WisconsinSenateBill1014isbeingconsideredbytheWisconsin
38 StateSenate, textattached; and
39
40 WHEREAS, theBarronCountyBoardofSupervisorssupportsSenateBill1014;  
41 and
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42
43 WHEREAS, onSaturday, February10, 2024, ScottAllen, ExecutiveDirectorof
44 WestCentralWisconsinRegionalPlanningCommission emailedChairOkeyregarding
45 thetaskforcebeingformedintheChippewaValleytoaddress theclosingofHSHSand
46 Prevea; and
47
48 WHEREAS, theBarronCountyBoardofSupervisorsissupportiveofthistask
49 forceandtheworkofWestCentralRegionalPlanningCommissioninthisevent; and
50
51 WHEREAS, currentlyitisdifficultforBarronCountystafftofullydeterminethe
52 coststobeabsorbedbyfutureBarronCountybudgetsasaresultofthis “tax-shift.   
53 However, theseestimatedcostsmayrangefrom $300Ktoasmuchas $1M.    
54
55 NOW, THEREFOREBEITRESOLVED, thattheBarronCountyBoardof
56 SupervisorsrequestsHSHSandPreveaHealthtoutilizetheentiretransitiontimelineto
57 allowcommunitystakeholdersincluding, butnotlimitedto, themedicalcommunityand
58 localmunicipalities, toworkcollaborativelytoensureacontinuityofservicewithinthe
59 communityforthehealthandwell-beingofresidents; and
60
61 NOW, THEREFOREBEITRESOLVED, thatacopyofthisresolutionbesent
62 tothechiefexecutiveofficersofHSHSandPreveaHealth, aswellastheGovernorandall
63 statelegislatorsthatrepresentareaaffectedbytheHSHSandPreveaHealthclosures; and
64
65 BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, thatpublicationofthisresolutionmayoccur
66 throughpostinginaccordancewithSection985.02oftheWisconsinStatutes.     
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thOFFEREDTHIS 19 dayofFebruary2024

Numberofreadingsrequired:  One ( X )   Two (  )  

Voterequiredforpassage:  Majority ( X )    
2/3EntireBoard (20)  (   )  LouieOkey, Chair

ExecutiveCommitteeSourceoffunding:  Budgeted (  )  GeneralFund (  )    
Grant (  )  Contingency ( X )   
Other (  )   

KarolynBartlett, ChairFiscalimpact:  
Health & HumanServicesCurrentyeartotalamount:  $  Unknown

Futureyearstotalamount:  $  Unknown
Effectontaxlevy – currentyear - $  Unknown TheCommitteeChairsignatureverifiesthe
Effectontaxlevy – futureyears - $   Unknown actiontakenbytheCommittee.)   

FiscalimpactreviewedbyCountyFinanceDepartment
BoardAction:  Adopted (X)  Failed (  ) Tabled (  )  

JodiBusch, FinanceDirector

Approvedastoformby:  
Motion: (Rogers/Thompson) toapprove. Chair
Okeygaveanexplanationofthecurrentconcerns
withtheclosure ofSacredHeartHospital, St.  JeffreyFrench, Administrator
Joseph’sHospitalandthe area PreveaClinics.  
Carriedwith27Yes, 1No (Langman) and1
Absent (Effertz).  JohnMuench, CorporationCounsel
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