
BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2023 – 14

MODERNIZEANDIMPROVETHEWISCONSINFARMLAND
PRESERVATIONPROGRAM

TOTHEBARRONCOUNTYBOARDOFSUPERVISORS:  

1
2 WHEREAS, theWisconsinFarmlandPreservationProgram (FPP) wasestablished
3 in1978toprotectthestate’smostvaluableagriculturallandsfromdevelopment, andtwo
4 avenueswerecreatedvialegislation: locallandusezoningoraspecialagreementwiththe
5 DepartmentofAgriculture, Trade, andConsumerProtection (DATCP). Landownerswho
6 participatedintheprogramweretheneligibleforaWisconsinstateincometaxcredit, if
7 theymetthefinancialcriteriaandthestate’ssoilconservationstandards; and
8
9 WHEREAS, in2009, WisconsinmadesignificantchangestotheFPP

10 administrativecodesandstatutesaspartoftheWorkingLandsInitiative, asuiteof
11 programstoprotectfarmlandfromdevelopment. AmongthemanychangestotheFPP
12 weresettingnewflatratesperacrefortheincometaxcreditsandaddingaprocessforlocal
13 areastoestablishAgriculturalEnterpriseAreas (AEA); and
14
15 WHEREAS, sincetheFPPruleswereamendedin2009, thecostsofimplementing
16 therequiredconservationstandardshaveincreasedtoapointwhereinsomecasesthecost
17 ofparticipatingintheprogramhasexceededtheavailabletaxcredits, whichinturnhas
18 impactedthestatewideprogramparticipation; and
19
20 WHEREAS, thepremiseoftheFPPtaxcreditwastoensurelandownerswere
21 compensatedfortheirconservationstewardshipandtohelpoffsetthecostsof
22 implementingandmaintainingtherequiredconservationpractices. Todatethisprogram
23 hasbeenthebestavailabletooltoensureconservationbestmanagementpracticesarebeing
24 maintainedstatewide; and
25
26 WHEREAS, thelongtermnetresultofaforesaidchangeswasadecreaseinthe
27 valueofthetaxcreditstomaintaintheconservationstandardswhichinturnhasdecreased
28 theoverallenrollmentstatewide. Thisdecreaseinenrollmentisalarmingandneedstobe
29 addressedassoonaspossible; and
30
31 WHEREAS, Localunitsofgovernment, townsandcountiesspendconsiderable
32 staffresourcessupportinglandownersenrollingintheprogram, offeringguidancefor
33 improvingfarmland, andconductingcompliancechecksneededtoqualifyforthetax
34 credit; and
35
36 WHEREAS, thisresolutionofsupporttomodernizeandimprovetheWisconsin
37 FarmlandPreservationProgramisbeingbroughtforwardbyLouieOkey, CountyBoard
38 ChairandCountySupervisor, District16.  
39
40 NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, theBarronCountyBoardof
41 SupervisorsherebysupportsandurgestheWisconsinLegislaturetopasslegislationto
42 modernizeandimprovetheFarmlandPreservationProgramtoincreasetheallowabletax
43 credits; amendtheprogrameligibilitytoallowlandownerswhohaveAgricultural

Page1of2



BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2023 – 14

MODERNIZEANDIMPROVETHEWISCONSINFARMLAND
PRESERVATIONPROGRAM

44 ConservationEasementstheabilitytoparticipateintheFPP, iftheymeetthefinancialand
45 conservationcriteria; establishanew taxcreditlevelforAgriculturalConservation
46 Easements; increasethefrequencyofreviewoftheFarmlandPreservationProgram
47 allowabletaxcreditstoassuretheyaremeetingthebasiccostsassociatedwithprogram
48 participation; andexpandeligibilityoftheFPPplanninggrantfundstosupportprogram
49 implementationtobeutilizedbycounties, localmunicipalities, planningcommissions, and
50 tribalgovernmentsfortheirFPPimplementationefforts.  
51
52 BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, thatacopyofthisresolutionshallbeforwarded
53 bytheCountyClerktotheGovernoroftheStateofWisconsinandstatesenatorsandstate
54 representativesrepresentingBarronCounty.  
55
56

th57 OFFEREDTHIS20 dayofMarch, 2023.   

Numberofreadingsrequired:  One (X )   Two (  )  

Voterequiredforpassage:  Majority (X)    
2/3EntireBoard (20)  (   )  LouieOkey, CountyBoardChair,   

CountyBoardSupervisor, District16Sourceoffunding:  Budgeted (  )  GeneralFund (  )    
Grant (  )  Contingency (  )   
Other (X )  Details:  N/A TheCommitteeChairsignatureverifiesthe

actiontakenbytheCommittee.)   Fiscalimpact:  
Currentyeartotalamount:  $ - 0 -  

BoardAction:  Adopted (X)  Failed (  ) Tabled (  )  Futureyearstotalamount:  $ - 0 -  
Effectontaxlevy – currentyear - $ - 0 -  

Motion: (Gores/P. Anderson) toapprove.  Effectontaxlevy – futureyears - $ - 0 -  
Carriedwith29votingYes.  

FiscalimpactreviewedbyCountyFinanceDirector

JodiBusch, FinanceDirector

ApprovedastoformbyAdministrator:  

JeffreyFrench, Administrator

ApprovedastoformbyCorporationCounsel:  

JohnMuench, CorporationCounsel
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