
BARRONCOUNTYRESOLUTIONNO. 2023 – 13

PROVIDE $18.7MILLIONINSTABLE, CORESTATEFUNDINGSUPPORT
FORCOUNTYCONSERVATIONDEPARTMENTSTAFFINGSTATEWIDE

TOTHEBARRONCOUNTYBOARDOFSUPERVISORS:  

1 WHEREAS, Wis. Stats. 92.06and92.07createanddefinethepowersofLand
2 ConservationCommittees (LCCs) andWis. Stat. 92.09empowersSoilandWater
3 ConservationDepartments (SWCDs) toadministercountysoilandwaterconservation
4 programsandmayexercisethepowersgrantedtothelandconservationcommittee; and
5
6 WHEREAS, countySWCDsarethelocaldeliverymechanismforawiderangeof
7 Wisconsin'snaturalsoilandwaterandotherresourcemanagementprogramsincluding
8 non-pointpollutioncontrol, farmlandpreservation, reclamationofnon-metallicmines,  
9 invasivespeciescontrol, woodlandmanagement, lakesprotection, andmore; and

10
11 WHEREAS, SWCDprofessionalsworkastrusted, technicaladvisorstosupport
12 producer-ledwatershedgroups, assistwaterfrontpropertyowners, helpfarmersdevelop
13 andimplementnutrientmanagementplans, respondtonaturaldisasterslikefloods, and
14 spendyearsbuildingthetrusttobeabletosuccessfullydoso; and,  
15
16 WHEREAS, theconservationpracticesthatSWCDprofessionalshelplandowners
17 applytofarmfields, forests, andshorelineshavenumerouswaterqualitybenefits,  
18 including: preventingsoilerosionandpromotingsoilhealth, increasinginfiltrationinto
19 groundwateraquifers, protectingdrinkingwatersupply, reducingsurfacerunoffandflood
20 severity, andmore; and
21
22 WHEREAS, theStateofWisconsin2023JointAllocationPlanestablishesthe
23 currentneedforcountySWCDstaffingat $18.7millionstatewide, perthecorefunding
24 goalestablishedinWis. Stat. 92.14(6)(b); and
25
26 WHEREAS, thereturnoninvestmentincountySWCDsishigh, leveragingfederal
27 andprivategrantdollarsintomoreconservationonthelandandmoredollarsintolocal
28 economies, andmultiplyingseveraltimesoverthestate'sexistinginvestment; and
29
30 WHEREAS, supportofcountySWCDfundingisabipartisanissue, supportedby
31 farm, conservation, environmentalandlocalgovernmentgroupsalike, andwasatop
32 priorityvoicedbyWisconsinitesatstatewideWaterQualityTaskForcehearingsin2019;  
33 and
34 WHEREAS, providingstatefundingforcorecountySWCDstaffingneedswill
35 resultinmoreconservationonthelandscapeandbetterprotectionofwaterquality.  
36
37 WHEREAS, thisresolutionofsupporttoprovide $18.7millioninstable, coreState
38 fundingsupportforcountyconservationstafffundingstatewideisbeingbroughtforward
39 byLouieOkey, CountyBoardChairandCountySupervisor, District16; and
40
41
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42
43 NOW, THEREFORE, BEITRESOLVED, theBarronCountyBoardof
44 SupervisorsherebysupportsandurgestheWisconsinLegislatureandtheJointCommittee
45 onFinancetoprovide $18.7millioninstable, basefundingforcountyconservation
46 staffing, infulfillmentofthestate'scorefundinggoalandinrecognitionthatcountyLWCD
47 professionalsaretheamongthebestandmostcost-effectivesolutionswehaveto
48 improvingwaterquality, achievingcleanandsafedrinkingwater, andsupportingaviable
49 agriculturalindustryatthesametime.  
50
51 BEITFURTHERRESOLVED, thatacopyofthisresolutionshallbeforwarded
52 bytheCountyClerktotheGovernoroftheStateofWisconsinandstatesenatorsandstate
53 representativesrepresentingBarronCounty.  
54

th55 OFFEREDTHIS20 dayofMarch, 2023.   

Numberofreadingsrequired:  One (X )   Two (  )  

Voterequiredforpassage:  Majority (X)    
2/3EntireBoard (20)  (   )  

LouieOkey, CountyBoardChair,   Sourceoffunding:  Budgeted (  )  GeneralFund (  )    
Grant (  )  Contingency (  )   CountyBoardSupervisor, District16
Other (X )  Details:  N/A

TheCommitteeChairsignatureverifiestheFiscalimpact:  actiontakenbytheCommittee.)   Currentyeartotalamount:  $ - 0 -  
Futureyearstotalamount:  $ - 0 -  

BoardAction:  Adopted (X)  Failed (  ) Tabled (  )  Effectontaxlevy – currentyear - $ - 0 -  
Effectontaxlevy – futureyears - $ - 0 -  

Motion: (Nelson/Langman) toapprove.  
FiscalimpactreviewedbyCountyFinanceDirector Carriedwith28votingYesand1votingNo

Vaughn).  

JodiBusch, FinanceDirector

ApprovedastoformbyAdministrator:  

JeffreyFrench, Administrator

ApprovedastoformbyCorporationCounsel:  

JohnMuench, CorporationCounsel
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