
 

Executive Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, July 1, 2026 – 8:00 a.m. 
Barron County Government Center – Auditorium 

335 East Monroe Avenue – Barron, Wisconsin 54812 
 

MINUTES 

 
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT IN PERSON: Patti Anderson, Karolyn Bartlett, Randy Cook, 
Craig Fowler, Audrey Kusilek, Louie Okey, Pete Olson, Craig Turcott and Stacey Wenzel (Arrived at 
8:02AM). 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS APPEARING VIRTUALLY: None at this time. 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT: None at this time.  
STAFF PRESENT IN PERSON: Finance Director Drury, Administrator French, Chief Deputy Hagen, 
Patrol Captain Hodek, County Clerk Hodek, Register of Deeds Katterhagen, Sheriff Kummet, Corporation 
Counsel Muench, Technology Director Peterson, Human Resources Director Richie and Treasurer 
Sommerfeld.  
OTHER COUNTY BOARD SUPERVISORS PRESENT: Diane Vaughn. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Ruth Erickson (Chronotype) and Ryan Urban (News-Shield). 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Chair Okey called the meeting to order at 8:00AM. 
 
PUBLIC MEETING NOTIFICATION: County Clerk Hodek stated the County’s compliance with 
Wisconsin Open Meeting Laws. 
 
SPECIAL MATTERS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS (NON-ACTION ITEMS): Administrator French 
noted the Housing Authority tour planned for the Property Committee will be postponed until later this fall. 
Chair Okey noted the apartment remodels are complete but many of the common areas are still under 
construction.  
 
APPROVE AGENDA: Administrator French requested the Presentation and Review of County Insurances 
be removed from the agenda and set as a future agenda item. Motion: (Olson/Bartlett) to approve the 
agenda with removing the Presentation and Review of Insurances agenda item. Discussion. Carried.  
 
Wenzel arrived at 8:02AM. 
 
APPROVE MINUTES OF JUNE 3, 2026: Motion: (Cook/Turcott) to amend and approve. Anderson 
requested “Daybreak Program” be replaced with the “Elderly Nutrition Program” under the Special Matters 
and Announcements agenda item in the June minutes. Carried with the change to the Special Matters and 
Announcements.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None at this time.  
 
PRESENTATION AND REVIEW OF COUNTY INSURANCES: Removed prior in the approval of the 
agenda at the request of Administrator French.   
 
RESOLUTION – AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURE OF $20,000.00 FOR A UNIQUELY 
WISCONSIN DISCOVER MEDIAWORKS INC., PRODUCTION: Discussion. Motion: 
(Cook/Kusilek) to approve. Administrator French distributed a WCA memo regarding this topic prior to 
the meeting. Discussion. Carried. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF (1) LTE FOR OPEN RECORD REQUESTS: Administrator French stated he 
supports an LTE position and would like approval from the Committee to present his topic paper at the July 
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County Board meeting and then include the position in the 2027 County budget. Discussion. Motion: 
(Olson/Cook) to approve. Chair Okey noted the position would be funded by ARPA interest money in 
2027 & 2028. Discussion. Corporation Counsel Muench answered questions from the Committee. Carried.  
 
STAFF REPORTS & UPDATES:  

a. VETERAN OUTREACH PROGRAM: Information was included in the packet.  
 

REVIEW VOUCHER EDIT LISTS: No action taken.  
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS:  

a. Recodification of Sections – Code of Ordinances 
b. Self-Funded Workman’s Compensation 
c. County Insurances Presentation 
d. Barron County Fair & Pioneer Village Museum – Financial Review 
 

SET DATE FOR NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 at 8:00AM.  
 
ADJOURNMENT: By unanimous consent at 8:26AM. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Jessica Hodek, Barron County Clerk 
 
Minutes are not official until approved by the Executive Committee at their next meeting. 


