
 

 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT MEETING 
Monday, April 27, 2026 – 9:00 a.m. 

Room 2106 
Barron County Government Center 

335 East Monroe Avenue, Barron, WI  54812 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

AGENDA  
 

1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

2. Acknowledgement of Public Posting Requirements 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 

4. Approval of Minutes  
 

5. Public Comment 
 

6. Hearings of applications and appeals to the Board of Adjustment: 
  

9:00 a.m. Appeal #4009: School Dist. #3 Town of Sumner, property owner, 
Requests a special exception to construct a concession stand and bathroom 
for the Canton Park located in an Unincorporated Village District.    

 Property address: 2446 15 ¼ Avenue, Rice Lake, Wisconsin 
 
9:10 a.m. Appeal #4010: Steven E Strusinski Living Trust, property owner, 

Requests a variance to construct an addition to an existing dwelling with a 
reduced setback to the town road, in a Recreational Residential District.   

 Property address: 889 23 7/8 Street, Chetek, Wisconsin  
 

7. Report from Land Services Director 
 

8. Adjournment 
 

PLEASE CALL 537-6375 IF YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETING 
NOTE:  Any person who has a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act and requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to 
be in an accessible format must contact the County Clerk’s office at 715-537-6200 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting so that arrangements may be 
made to accommodate your request. 
 
cc:  Hardie, Nelson, North, Kelsey, Corporation Counsel, Deputy Corporation Counsel, County Clerk, County 
Administrator, Public posting 



Minutes are not official until approved by the BOA at their next meeting. 
 

 
    Barron County Zoning 

 Board of Adjustment 
   February 23, 2026 9:00 a.m. 

 
Present:  Board of Adjustment: Gary Nelson, Amy Kelsey, Keith Hardie and Pam Fall. 

County Personnel:  David Gifford and Becky Melton 
Absent:  Dan North 
 

Chair Nelson called the Board of Adjustment to order at 9:00 a.m. and called roll.    Melton confirmed 
that proper posting of the notice was done in accordance with the Wisconsin Open Meeting Law.  
Motion: (Kelsey/Fall) to approve the agenda; carried. 
 
Motion: (Hardie/Fall) to approve the minutes of February 9, 2026; carried. 
 
No public comment. 
 

9:00 a.m.  Appeal #4007: Wisconsin Cowboy Capital Partners, LLC, property owner, request a 
variance to allow an accessory structure located within the centerline and right-of-way setbacks and 
property line setback in a Recreational Residential district.   
Nelson opened the hearing and read the public notice. The Board reviewed the file and received testimony 
from the applicant virtually. Public testimony was received. Gifford presented a staff report. No 
correspondence. Town Consideration Form entered into testimony. After Board questions and discussion, 
motion: (Kelsey/Hardie) to close testimony; carried.  Motion: (Kelsey/Fall) to approve the variance as 
presented with the following conditions: 

1. All licenses and permits are obtained prior to construction, and all testimony, oral and written, is 
part of the decision. 

2. 8’ x 12’ shed is allowed with a 2 ft. setback from the property line and 22 ½ ft. from the right-of-
way setback.  

Motion carried 4-0. 
 
9:10 a.m. Appeal #4005:  John & Amy Wahl, property owners, request a variance to allow an 
accessory structure located within the centerline and right-of-way setbacks and property line setback in a 
Recreational Residential district.  
Nelson opened the hearing and read the public notice. The Board reviewed the file and received testimony 
from the applicant. Gifford presented a staff report.  No correspondence or public testimony received. 
Town Consideration Form entered into testimony. After Board questions and discussion, motion: 
(Hardie/Kelsey) to close testimony; Motion: (Kelsey/Hardie) to approve the variance as presented with 
the following conditions: 

1. All licenses and permits are obtained prior to construction, and all testimony, oral and written, is 
part of the decision. 

2. 12’ x 30’ shed is allowed with a 6 ft. setback from the property line and 24 ft. from the right-of-
way setback.  

Motion carried 4-0. 
 
9:20 a.m. Appeal #4008: Timothy & Sandy Stratton, property owners, request a variance to 
construct a dwelling with a reduced setback to a town road and the ordinary high water mark of Red Cedar 
Lake in a Recreational Residential district.  
Nelson opened the hearing and read the public notice. The Board reviewed the file and received testimony 
from the applicant. Public testimony was received. Gifford provided a staff report. No correspondence. 
Town Consideration Form entered into testimony.  



Minutes are not official until approved by the BOA at their next meeting. 
 

After Board questions and discussion, motion: (Kelsey/Fall) to close testimony; Motion: (Kelsey/Fall) to 
approve the variance as presented with the following conditions: 

1. All licenses and permits are obtained prior to construction, and all testimony, oral and written, is 
part of the decision. 

2. The size of the structure including overhang is 26 ft. x 32 ft.  
3. The setback from the centerline is 52 ft. and all other setbacks will be compliant.  

Motion carried 4-0.  
 

Report from L.S. Director: Gifford provided a status update of appeals and ongoing violations. 
 

Motion: (Fall/Kelsey) to adjourn the meeting at 11:17 a.m.; carried. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,  
 
Becky Melton 
Administrative Assistant 



Appeal #4009

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

STATE OF WISCONSIN SS

COLINTY OF BARRON

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to all persons in the County of Barron,
Wisconsin, that a public hearing will be held on Monday, April 27, 2026 tt 9200 a.m, in
Room 2106 of the Govemment Center,335 E. Monroe Ave., Banon, Wisconsin, relative
to a proposal for a special exception to the terms ofthe Barron County Land Use Ordinance
as follows:

Requests a special exception to construct a concession stand and bathroom for the
Canton Park located in an Unincorporated Village district, property described as Lots 9
thru l8 & Lots 28 thru 32, EI3FT Lors 19 & 12BLK4 & Vac Alley, Village of Canton,
consisting of 1.992 acres, located in Section 18, T34N, R10W, Town of Sumner, Barron
County, Wisconsin.

The Board of Adjustment reserves the right to view the property and may convene
in executive session prior to rendering a decision. Contact Zoning Office staff at 715-537 -
6375 with questions regarding this appeal.

Property owner: School Dist. #3 Town of Sumner
Property address: 2446 15 l/4 Avenue, Rice Lake, WI

Banon County Board of Adjustment
Gary Nelson, Chairman

All persons interested are invited to attend said hearing.

Dated at Barron, Wisconsin, this 8s day of April, 2026.



BARRON COUNTY SPECIAL EXCEPTION APPLICATION
Barron County Zoning Omc.
335 E. Morro€ Ave. Rm.21(N, Barron, \yI54812
715-537-6375, Mor - Fri. 8:00 am-4:30 pm

Submit completed application to the Barron County Zoning Office
Ir.oEpl.t or lll.tlbl. .ppllcldo$ will b. r.tur!.d
Plcase Print-Use Ink

Property o*rr".,-lOuJA o( 0M-t\or AgentDo.)
Address: t55o *-{r,a S+ Address:

City/State/ZIP:

Daytime ruone: llS--
dr5 Cit! lgiatelzlP I

,"r,(iil
Email: Email:

parcelr.D.xo.t"., 0'{6 - AOAQ - d}-reO- rownship: Scr osf

Property Address: aqqb Lot Size: Sq.Ft./Acres

TYPE OF REQIIEST:

! Dwelling fl tourist Rooming House I Business ! Carnpground I Mineral Extraction

E Livestock Enlargement E Other

Reason For Snecial Excepti on Request:

Complete this application and submit it with the Township Consideration Form and the fee of $ 500.00 to Barron County

Zoning Office. Provide a detailed plot PlaD ofthe property and floor plan ofthe proposed project.

agent, ust at the pub

I have read and understand the procedures and requirements for applying for a Special Exception. I undentand that the filing fee is

non-refundable and that my application may be retumed if information is incomplete or illegible. I also understand that l, or my

g.

-3)-A<Je-Signatue Date

DateAgent Signatue

OFFICE USE

app"at+,''flI/l

Name of Water Body:

Reviewed By

rt"urirgox"' 4 t 4 t ZDltreviousHearings: No
RECEIVED

Zoning Dist.: UV
MAR 2 7 2026

BARRON COT]NTY
I.AND SERVICES

Date

\\banon\shares\zoning\SHARED\FoRMs\Board of AdjLlsttnent\BARRON COI.INTY SPECIAL EXCEPTION APPLICATION.doc

Aqh4 Q I

SITE I\FORMATION

DATE RECEIVED:
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ORDINANCES RELATING TO HEARING 
 
Applicant/Owner:  School District #3 Town of Sumner      Appeal: 4009 
Previous Appeals:  N/A 
 
Request:  A special exception to construct a concession stand and bathroom for the Canton Park located 
in an Unincorporated Village district.  
  
Purpose Section 17.02:  This chapter is declared to be for the purpose of promoting the public health, 
safety and general welfare. 
 
Intent Section 17.03:  It is the general intent of this chapter to regulate and restrict the use of structures, 
lands, shoreland and waters; regulate and restrict lot coverage, population distribution and density and 
the size and location of all structures so as to lessen congestion in and promote the safety and efficiency 
of the streets and highways; secure safety from fire, flooding, panic and other dangers; provide adequate 
light, air, sanitation and drainage; prevent overcrowding; avoid undue population concentration; 
facilitate the adequate provision of public facilities and utilities; stabilize and protect property values; 
further the appropriate use of land and conservation of natural resources; preserve and promote the 
beauty of the community; prevent and control water pollution; protect spawning grounds, fish and 
aquatic life; preserve shoreland cover; and implement the county’s general plan or county plan 
components.  It is further intended to provide for the administration and enforcement of this chapter and 
to provide penalties for its violation. 
 
17.35 UV UNINCORPORATED VILLAGE DISTRICT   
The Unincorporated Village District is created to accommodate the land use patterns of those 
established unincorporated villages or settlements where the mixture of land uses makes it 
impracticable to apply traditional land use separations. 
 
17.73 (6) SPECIAL EXCEPTION USES. (a) NATURE OF. Certain uses are of such special nature 
or their effects are so dependent upon specific circumstances as to make impractical the determination 
in advance of where and when and under what conditions they should be permitted. Provision has been 
made in this chapter for the determination of such cases as special exception uses. Special exceptions 
are land uses listed as such in each zoning district. They may be established in such district only upon 
approval by the Board of Adjustment. 
 

 
17.35 UV   Unincorporated Village District 
17.73(6) Special Exception Uses 
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VARIANCE and SPECIAL EXCEPTION
TOWN CONSIDERATION FORM

Instructions: Thit fo/r71 n$l h ,on?lrted and ?ftJrrrted t0 tbe Tzpt Board for tfuir corsifuration of tbe pmpoed uariata or i?ecial

cxceptior, ftquert- The cornpbtedforrt rball b€ r brritted,titb the Batmr Couxg Board ofAdjsrtned Applicatiot, for Variana or Spcial
Exaptiott pior to rbedrlirgyorr pfilit hcarirg.

Section A- to be complend b1 the propeQ zwner dndf 0r ageflt;

TypeofRequest !Variance Special Exception

Townof €u^u*-
o-n.r,'-fau.){ o ? Svnla-
Applicant/Agent:

Ptoperty Addtess: Property Tax ID #, CAb- qoaa -r-l---o@

Explain Request (must match explanation on app)ication)

Section B - to be clnPkted U the Townthip

The Town Board is: p ror"',o, f] Neutral ! opposed

EXPI.ANATION OF TOWN BOARD DECISION:

Date:

Signed:

) 24 2-b

(fown C

OR Signed:
r)

Prinr Name Print Name

*Only the signature of the Chairman or the Clerk is tequired.

flown Clerk)

Z ISHARED\FORMS\BoaId ol Adjunncnt$'fi s\Tomco6idenlronForm REVISED d..



Appeal #4010

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

STATE OF WISCONSIN SS

COUNTY OF BARRON

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given to all persons in the County of Barron.
Wisconsin, that a public hearing will be held on Monday, April27,2026 at 9:10 a.m. in
Room 2106 of the Barron County Government Center, 335 E. Monroe Ave., Barron,
Wisconsin, relative to a proposal for a variance to the terms of the Barron County Land
Use Ordinance as follows:

Requests a variance to construct an addition to an existing dwelling with a reduced
setback to the town road, in a Recreational Residential district on property described as Lot
63 Cartwright's Point, located in Section 24, T33N, Rl1W, Town of Prairie Lake, Barron
County, Wisconsin.

The Board of Adjustment reserves the right to view the property and may convene
in executive session prior to rendering a decision. Contact Zoning Office staff at 7lS-537-
6375 with questions regarding this appeal.

Property owners: Steven E Strusinski Living Trust
Property address: 889 23 7l8th Street, Chetek, Wisconsin

All persons interested are invited to attend said hearing.

Dated at Barron, Wisconsin, this Sths day of April, 2026.

Barron County Board of Adjustment
Gary Nelson, Chairman



VARIANCE APPLICATION

Submit coopleted application and fee to the:

Barron Couaty Zoning Office
335 E. Monroe Ave. #2104
Barron, WI 54812
7 75-537 -637 5

Ptoperty Owner

Address:
g

City /State/ZIP

Daltime pton el*C7o-{1lf

Note: Hearing date may be delayed until a sire
visit can be completed

,r^
Aoent

Address:-

Gw /Stzte/ZIP

Davtime:

Email a e,^r),n Email:

6 q
Propetty Ad&ess: /)'d41'\Q,

-1 oo

FO (Check all appJicable boxes bdow; multiple setbacks may be requited)

Prcposed Project I N"- [l Aaation to @xistirg structr:re w/io setback to

I Accessory Structure ! F.nce

! Open structute (platform, free-standing ded patio, etc.)

Other

Setback to ! Road

! otdinary highwatet mark

Road right of way

Easement
! Ceaterline

I Property line

Has the structute/addition in question aLeady been placed/built on this property? If so, v/hen? 

-

Was it built/placed while ptopety rzs under current owrership? ! Yes fi No

Descdbe ptoj .., o-.t4 .l,rXfu!r"- ,l"t cr^*" 
^40 

ln * ua 4 
^!\' 

ho"rq
\ a r

d

An area variance is authorization by the Baron County Board of Adjustment (BOA) to vary one or more of the dimersional
ot physical requirements of the applicable zoaing law, code or otdiaance in connection with some proposed constructioa- T'l-re
butden will be on you as Ptoperty o.*,ner to provide information upon which the board may base its decision. [1 *1s figr.ing
afly patty may appear in petson or may be represented by an agent or attomey. You ot your agent must convince the BOA to
make a tuling in yout favor. The board must male its decision based only on the eyidence submitted to it at the time of the
hearing Failute to appear at the hearing may result in the BOA moving forqiard v/ith a decision based on the facts ptesented.

4PPeal ,+ HearirrgDate: 4 tX t&barn*^pp""tr N0
DATE RECETVED:

tl

SITE INFORMATION ?atcel I.D. Numbet:

ffi oweUlng

! Retaining Wall

n

Name of Water Body: N* Zoning Oist: R(-

x.a,*.asy, /4,=-- ox. / t 1- / ?/
RECEN/ED

APR 0 2 2026

BARRON COI'NTY
LAND SERVICES



Page 2 of 4

Vadance Criteda
(1) I7i11 there be unnecessaty hatdship to the property owner to strictly comply vdth the oldinaflce?
Untecesvry hardship exirtr nbct com iarrce uo U ,rrasonabll prewnt the ownerfmm uitg the ?ropsiJflr a ?ermitted pzrpose

(hatiry the pnpetE owwr uitbo* an1 use tbat is Pemittedflr tbc pnpetll) or uould mtdcr confomi! with srch nstraints
tnnece s s ai 11 b trden s ome.

An @plimnt na1 not claim unnecessary hardship buaw of clnditiltts ,rhich are ref-ir plsed 0r deated b1t a pior o*zer (for example,

excatatitg a pond on a yacant lot ard then aryring thm it ro mitabh bcation for a home q chiming that thry nced mon oulbaildiry
tpace thar, ?errzitted to $on personal beloryitgs.) Couns haae akl drterr irrcd that eclrrlrTric lrfnarrcial hmdrhip does notjtslifi a
ruriaue. Vhet determinirg whcther nnecessary bardthip eists, the pmpe@ as a uholt is consifund rather thatt a portion of the

?arcel. Tbe ??oPa ) oia,ner beaff the bffden of pmting nnuessary hardsbip.

Pngi^i /)t-e- a-tr ^]rrr"nt

(3) What would be the effect on this propertf, the community ot oeighborhood and tle public intetest if the
variance was granted? How can ttrese impacts be midg2ted?
Tbe ptpose and intent atenents of the ordinatn odline p lic intenstfaclors. If granted, the uaiaflce ftgtnst camot barm tbe
intenfi of the ndghborhood, Counl and Stale as a ahoh and cannot be conlrary to tlte objectitv: oJ the ordinaue at e$ablisbad in the

ifltent and p r?tse stalemerts, SqpoxJmn neigbbors is not to be con$nted as pnof of no aduern in?acts 0 ? bbc i tenrt.

..J* /"a
/Y'o

{ftetnatives
(1) Desctibe altematives to your proposal such as other locations, designs and constuction techliques. Attach a site
map showing altematives you considered in each category below.

(A) Altematives you consideted tlat comply with existing standards. If you find such an altemative, you can
move forward with this option with reguJar pernit, If you teiect compliant altematives, p.tovide t1re reasons iou
tejected them.

(2) Do udque physical characteristics of your ptoperty preveot compliance with the otdinance? If yes, please

exPl,in.
Unique plltical linitalons of th prope l mcb ar rteE oPes 0r weth.ldt that are not generalll :band fu xher Prl|ertier m rt Pturenl
conpliance ailh the ordinatce nqdnments. The cintmtancc of an @plicant @ruuingfani!, nudfor a laryer garage, etc.) arz fllt a
Jattor in de ciditg miattas. Neatil ordinata dolaliolt, pior uiarut or lack of objectiort ftm ntigltbor do lot pmuifu a baris for
graatirg a taiaue.
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The undetsigned hereby attests that tle above stated infor'mation is true and accurate and fiuthet gives petmission

to Land Sewices staff and Board of Adjustment membem to view the premises, in relation to the aPPeaI request

made herein. The undetsigned has tead and understand the ptocedues and tequirements for applying for a

YAttallce, and fi:tther r:nderstands that the filing fee is non-tefi:ndable and the application may be teturned if
information is incomplete or illegible.
The ders ed also und t they, or their a t, must appear at the public heating,

)
ot .-t
J-5 ao )-/

Owner Signatue Date

j 73 3-ol/
Agent Signatute Date



Steve and Dianna Strusinski
758 Garceau Lane
Vadnais Heights, MN 55127

Date: February 7, 2026

Barron County Zoning Office
335 E Monroe Avenue, Room 2104
Barron, Wl 54812

Dr.+.rt'tr-r^ t
)k*

COPY
SUBJECT Variance Application for dwelling at 889 23-7l8th Street, Chetek, Wl

W wife, Dianna, and I have enjoyed being an active part of the Chetek, Wl community for almost
40 years, having purchased the dwelling at 889 23-7l8th Street in 1987. We would like to add an
addition to the existing dwelling that is handicap accessible and usable (entry, doorways,
bathroom, etc.) for these "latter years' as we intend to make this our permanent dwelling so we
can remain residents and contributors to this community that we adore. We therefore seek a
variance to current ordinances to accommodate the needed addition based on certain lack of
mobility of the now "elderly'' owners. \hriance Criteria to consider:

Yes. Dianna will be 79 and Steve 75 this year. Dianna has had two (2) major back
surgeries that already limit her mobility and Steve has had knee replacement and
persistent knee issues. We, unfortunately, anticipate the reliance on wheelchair and
walker for mobility. which is why we are requesting to add 15 feet to the east side of the
current dwelling to add the needed handicap access, entry doors, bathroom and
bedroom to accommodate

2 Do unique physical characteristics of your property prevent compliance with the
ordinance?

No. we are not aware of any "physicar characteristic" that prevents compliance. The
ordinance in question seems to be stric y based on set-backs (ordinances that came
about after the dwelling was built?), which, as written, shows the house not to meet
set-back requirements anywhere!

3 what would be the effect on this property, the community or neighborhood and the pubric
interest if the variance is granted?

-i 
II r*v*r/^ ?*-' i- \-/

(f,H,1zl\an--ct 
',

To Board lVlembers and All Concerned:

1. Will there be unnecessary hardship to the property owner to stric y com ply with the
ordinance?



None. The addition would utilize existing well, septic and utility services. lt would not
impact neighbors or the community at large. Please see attached photos for your review.

4. Describe alternatives to your proposal.

Any alternatives to this proposal would include additions and/or major renovations to the
existing dwelling that would also require a variance and would be unnecessarily
financially burdensome.

At the moment the east side of the house is approximately 57 feet from the road on that side- A
15 foot addition leaves 42 feet, most of which is green space, as it has been, to maintain the
natural beauty and appeal of our little neighborhood. We and our neighbors proudly maintain our
Iots and homes and, God willing, will be around to do so for years to come.

Thank you so m uch for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Steve & Dianna Strusinski

n;*'W

(t?-c1c-tl2-r
)** )tn*;,,/"'
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ORDINANCES RELATING TO HEARING 
 
Applicant/Owner:  Steven E Strusinski Living Trust    Appeal: 4010 
Previous Appeals:  N/A 

 
Request:  Requests a variance to construct an addition to a dwelling which has a reduced setback 
to the town road, in a Recreational-Residential district.  
 
Purpose Section 17.02:  This chapter is declared to be for the purpose of promoting the public 
health, safety and general welfare. 
 
Intent Section 17.03:  It is the general intent of this chapter to regulate and restrict the use of 
structures, lands, shoreland and waters; regulate and restrict lot coverage, population distribution 
and density and the size and location of all structures so as to lessen congestion in and promote the 
safety and efficiency of the streets and highways; secure safety from fire, flooding, panic and other 
dangers; provide adequate light, air, sanitation and drainage; prevent overcrowding; avoid undue 
population concentration; facilitate the adequate provision of public facilities and utilities; stabilize 
and protect property values; further the appropriate use of land and conservation of natural 
resources; preserve and promote the beauty of the community; prevent and control water pollution; 
protect spawning grounds, fish and aquatic life; preserve shoreland cover; and implement the 
county’s general plan or county plan components.  It is further intended to provide for the 
administration and enforcement of this chapter and to provide penalties for its violation. 
 
Section 17.36 RECREATIONAL-RESIDENTIAL The Recreational-Residential District is 
created to provide for a mixture of residential, recreational and commercial uses, with emphasis 
on commercial uses which relate to the recreational opportunities or which serve the residential 
properties.  This district will be located primarily along or near navigable waters on lands suited 
for development. 
 
. 
Ordinances relating to this Appeal: 

17.32 Residential Recreational District 
 17.73(7) Variances  
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VARIANCE and SPECIAL EXCEPTION
TOWN CONSIDERATION FORM

Instructions: TbirJorrr n$l be tonphhd afld Pruented to tbe Toqt BoardJor lheir contideretiol of tlte propovd uaiata or Eecial
exceptiu reqre$. Tbeconpbhdfom$allbetnbnittedpitbtbeBatrotCot@BoardofAdjrartne,AP icaloi /or Vdriance ol S?e.ial
Exre?tiot, liar lo tcbednlittgloar pablc beaing

Section A- to be conphted b1 the prope@ laner andf 0r agent;

Type of Requesr '[ Vr.iurr". ! Special Exception

Town of

Owner:

Applicant/Agent:

Ptoperty Address: 8rq t3k/+ /d.
Explain Request: 1m"st match exp lanation on application)

Section B - t0 be clnpleted b1 the Township

-Arffi In Favor fl Neural ! opposed?aThe Town Boatd is:

EXPLANATION OF TOWN BOARD DECISION:

QDate:

Signed

,l

OR Signed
(Iown Chairman)

Print N

*Only the signature of the Chairman or the Clerk is required.

Print Name

\\h!r6n\h!rcs\z.ning\SHARED\fORMS\Bosrd ofAdjush.irwtc\TownconsidqrtiotrEom RIVISED.doc

(Iown Clerk)

Properry Tax \D #: 036 - \ 0 6C12 99 o
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