
 
Extension/Land Conservation Committee 

Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 10:30 A.M. 
Room 2151 

335 E. Monroe Ave., Barron, WI  
 

Amended Agenda 
 

1.  Call to Order 
 

2. Acknowledgement of Public Posting Requirements 
 

3. Public comment 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting – 02/03/2026 
Edit List- February & March 
Announcements- Land Conservation Committee Training in Hayward on June 10th 

     West Central Association Tour- Clark County June 24th.  
 

5. 2026 SWCD Work plans- Information Only 
 

6. 2027 State Budget- Grant Application- Information only 
 

7. 2025 SWCD State Grant Funds Received- $163,876.00- Information only 
 

8. Project Updates-Discussion 
 

9. Ground Water Plan- Discussion 
 

10. Barron County Lakes Coalition Update, Pat Brown -Information only 
  

11. Discussion Wisconsin Bill 1033.- Information only 
 

12. State wide NR151 Analysis- Information only 
 

13. Staff Reports – UWEX, NRCS, FSA, and SWCD (10 minutes) information only 
Executive Committee Report 
Fair Board Report 

 
14. Set date for the next meeting – May 5, 2026 

 
15.  Adjourn 

 
***If you cannot make the meeting, PLEASE call the SWCD at 715-537-6315.   
 

(All times are estimated) 
ADA Statement for Agenda 

Any person who has a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act and requires the meeting or materials at the meeting to be 
in an accessible format must contact the County Clerk’s office at 715-537-6200 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting so that arrangements may 

be made to accommodate your request. 
 

cc:  Cook, Gores, Langman, Kusilek, G. Nelson, Huth, McCready, County Clerk, County Administrator, Webmaster, Public postings 
 

 



Minutes are not official until approved by the Extension/LCC Committee at the next meeting. 
 
 

EXTENSION-LCC COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, February 3, 2026, 10:30 a.m. 
Room 2151 
======================================================================== 
Members present: Kirsten Huth, Jim Gores, Randy Cook, Fran Langman, Gary Nelson and Audrey Kusilek. Staff 
present:  Tyler Gruetzmacher, Justin Everson, Pat Brown, Bronson Thalacker, Dave Gifford, Jeff French, Lori 
Baltrusis,Tawanga Zakeyu and Becky Melton, .  
Others present: David Ruid- USDA Absent: Jamie McCready 
 
Cook called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. and Melton confirmed proper posting of the meeting. No public 
comment was received.  
 
Motion: (Kusilek/Gores) to approve the agenda; carried.  Motion: (Gores/Langman) to approve the minutes of 
December 2, 2025 meeting; carried.   
 
Announcements: Gruetzmacher introduced Melton as new Administrative Assistant.  
Edit list: no questions. 
 
Item #5.  David Ruid, USDA APHIS, presented wildlife damage claims information for committee review.  After 
committee questions, Motion: (Nelson/Gores) to approve claims; carried. 
 
Item #6. Brown recapped the recent meeting of the Barron County Lakes Partnership, which brought together lake 
associations, lake districts and the county to discuss what that partnership will entail. Brown gave an update of the 
Clean Boats & Clean Water Grant along with the Native Plant Sale.   
    
Item #7, Item #10 and Item #11.Gruetzmacher, Everson and Thalacker gave a presentation of the 2025 SWCD in 
review and 2026 projects. Gruetzmacher reviewed cover crop, manure storage closures and DATCP SWRM funded 
projects. Everson gave an update on the Farmland Preservation Program, Nutrient Management Assistance and the 
Tree Program. Thalacker reviewed the NR 135 Program, highlighting Sand & Gravel and Industrial Sand 
reclamation projects that were completed. Gruetzmacher reviewed upcoming training and conferences for staff. An 
invitation was extended to committee members for the Red Cedar Watershed Conference, West Central Tour in 
Clark County and the Wisconsin Land +Water LCC Training in June.   
 
Item #8. UWEX Baltrusis reviewed 2025 & 2026 work plans and introduced new staff, Tawonga Zakeyu, 
Diversified Vegetables and Emerging Crops Educator. Her role will be to educate and provide local farmers and 
agricultural professionals regarding new research, education materials that improve efficiency and profitability of 
production.  
 
Item #9. Gifford gave an update on Staffing Allocations for Barron County.  
 
Item # 12. Certificate of Compliance was presented for approval. Motion: (Kusilek/Nelson) to approved the 
certificates; carried.  
 
Item #13. Staff Reports –  
 NRCS – Richter spoke of the benefits of the partnership with Barron County. 

FSA – Huth gave update. 
Executive Committee – French gave update on the Public Safety Answering Point Grant.   
Fair Board – N/A. 

 
Next meeting date: March 3, 2026 at 10:30 a.m. 
Future agenda items:  
 
Motion: (Huth/Gores) to adjourn the meeting at 11:57 a.m.; carried. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Becky Melton, Administrative Assistant Land Services 



Vendor Vendor Name Voucher Account Description Date Description  Amount  

291838 Amazon Capital Services Inc C0094655 Invasive Species Control 2/5/2026 LS-SWD INV 1MKW-17N6-L9Q6  $        96.44  
317616 Prime Cuts Meat Market C0094655 Venison Processing 2/5/2026 LS-SWCD Wildlife Damage /Ven Process 2025  $  1,200.00  
201316 UW- Stout C0094966 Conference Registration 3/5/2026 LS-SWCD Red Cedar Conf/Brown  $        35.00  
201316 UW- Stout C0094966 Conference Registration 3/5/2026 LS-SWCD Red Cedar Conf//Everson  $        35.00  
201316 UW- Stout C0094966 Conference Registration 3/5/2026 LS-SWCD Red Cedar Conf/Gruetzmacher  $        35.00  
201316 UW- Stout C0094966 Conference Registration 3/5/2026 LS-SWCD Red Cedar Conf/Thalacker  $        35.00  

6025 WI Land & Water Conservation C0095122 Conference Registration 3/19/2026 LS-SWCD-Gruetzmacher Membership  $     385.00  

263869 Seiler Instrument & MGF CO INC C0095119 
Assigned Reserve-
DATCP 3/19/2026 LS-SWCD-Training INV 72739  $     750.00  

10383 WI Dept Of Natural Resources C0095281 Accounts Payable 4/2/2026 LS-SWCD State NR135 Annual Fees  $  6,610.00  
22632 Rice Lake Printery C0095252 Education Material 4/2/2026 LS-SWCD-Poster Contest Calendars  $     705.00  

                                                                                 Total  $  9,886.44  
 



2025 - 2026  LEGISLATURE LRB-6175/1
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2025 ASSEMBLY BILL 1033

February 9, 2026 - Introduced by Representative BROOKS, cosponsored by Senator 
FEYEN. Referred to Committee on State Affairs.

AN ACT to renumber and amend 30.69 (1) (b); to amend 30.69 (1) (a) (intro.), 

30.69 (3) (d) and 30.74 (1) (a); to create 30.01 (1ag), 30.01 (1ah), 30.01 (6r) and 

30.69 (3) (cm) of the statutes; relating to: the regulation of wakesurfing and 

providing a penalty.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau
This bill regulates wakesurfing.  The bill defines “wakesurfing” as surfing a 

motorboat’s wake, regardless of whether the person is being pulled by a tow rope 
attached to the motorboat that is producing the wake, or operating a motorboat in a 
manner that creates a wake that is, or is intended to be, surfed by another person.  

Under current law, various regulations apply to water skiing, aquaplaning, or 
a similar activity, and under current law, wakesurfing likely falls under 
“aquaplaning” or a “similar activity.”  The bill explicitly provides that aquaplaning 
includes wakesurfing and thereby applies the same safety regulations that apply to 
water skiing and aquaplaning to wakesurfing.  These regulations include requiring 
an observer or a wide-angle mirror on the motorboat, restricting wakesurfing to 
between sunrise and sunset, prohibiting intoxicated wakesurfing, requiring a 
motorboat used for wakesurfing to stay more than 100 feet away from any occupied 
anchored boat, personal watercraft, or marked swimming area or public boat 
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SECTION 1

landing, and prohibiting a person engaged in wakesurfing from being within 100 
feet, or allowing a tow rope to be within 100 feet, of a personal watercraft.

The bill generally prohibits a person from engaging in wakesurfing unless all 
of the following apply:

1.  The motorboat is operated farther than 200 feet from a shoreline or dock, 
pier, boathouse, or other structure located completely or partly on the water.

2.  The motorboat is operated farther than 200 feet from any person in the 
water or any occupied vessel.

3.  Any person surfing on or across the wake of the motorboat or being towed 
on a board is wearing a personal flotation device prescribed by federal regulations.

The wakesurfing restrictions under the bill and the current law restrictions 
that the bill explicitly applies to wakesurfing do not apply to a wakesurfing 
tournament, competition, exhibition, or trial that is authorized by the Department 
of Natural Resources or a municipality and where adequate lighting is provided.

The bill applies the same penalties to wakesurfing that apply to water skiing 
violations under current law.

Current law requires DNR to establish a program of comprehensive courses on 
boating safety and operation and to issue certificates to persons 10 years of age or 
older successfully completing such courses.  Current law requires DNR to prescribe 
the course content and the form of the certificate, but the bill adds an exception that 
the course must include education on wakesurfing and the proper use of and 
operation of motorboats used in wakesurfing.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do 
enact as follows:

SECTION 1.  30.01 (1ag) of the statutes is created to read:

30.01 (1ag)  “Aquaplane” includes the board upon which a person rides while 

wakesurfing.

SECTION 2.  30.01 (1ah) of the statutes is created to read:

30.01 (1ah)  “Aquaplaning” includes wakesurfing.

SECTION 3.  30.01 (6r) of the statutes is created to read:

30.01 (6r)  “Wakesurfing” means the activity of any of the following:

(a)  Surfing a motorboat’s wake, regardless of whether the person is being 

pulled by a tow rope attached to the motorboat that is producing the wake.
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SECTION 3

(b)  Operating a motorboat in a manner that creates a wake that is, or is 

intended to be, surfed by a person.

SECTION 4.  30.69 (1) (a) (intro.) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.69 (1) (a) (intro.)  Except as provided in par. (b) sub. (3m), no person may 

operate a motorboat towing a person on water skis, aquaplane, or similar device 

unless one of the following applies:

SECTION 5.  30.69 (1) (b) of the statutes is renumbered 30.69 (3m) and 

amended to read:

30.69 (3m)  COMPETITION EXCEPTION.  Paragraphs Subsections (1) (a), (ag), 

and (am) and (3) (cm) do not apply to duly authorized water ski or wakesurfing 

tournaments, competitions, exhibitions, or trials therefor, where adequate lighting 

is provided.

SECTION 6.  30.69 (3) (cm) of the statutes is created to read:

30.69 (3) (cm)  No person may engage in wakesurfing unless all of the 

following apply:

1.  The motorboat used in wakesurfing is operated farther than 200 feet from 

a shoreline or a dock, pier, boathouse, or other structure located completely or partly 

on the body of water.

2.  The motorboat used in wakesurfing is operated farther than 200 feet from 

any person in the water or any occupied vessel.

3.  The person surfing on or across the wake of the motorboat or being towed 

on a board is wearing a personal flotation device prescribed by federal regulations.

SECTION 7.  30.69 (3) (d) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.69 (3) (d)  Paragraphs (a) to (c) (cm) do not apply to pickup or drop areas 
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SECTION 7

that are marked with regulatory markers and that are open to operators of personal 

watercraft and to persons and motorboats engaged in water skiing, wakesurfing, or 

similar activity.

SECTION 8.  30.74 (1) (a) of the statutes is amended to read:

30.74 (1) (a)  The department shall establish a program of comprehensive 

courses on boating safety and operation.  These courses shall be offered in 

cooperation with schools, including tribal schools, as defined in s. 115.001 (15m), 

private clubs and organizations, and may be offered by the department in areas 

where requested and where other sponsorship is unavailable.  The department 

shall issue certificates to persons 10 years of age or older successfully completing 

such courses.  The department shall prescribe the course content and the form of 

the certificate, except that the course shall include education on wakesurfing and 

the proper use of and operation of motorboats used in wakesurfing.

(END)
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